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Do you think the Com-
munication Depart-
ment and develop-
mental classes should 
move to ITECC?
Early voting for Primary 
Run-off Elections 
begins 




9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Bougainvillea Ball Royal Court 
Elections begins today and run through 
Thursday. To vote for your favorite 
candidates, log on to BlackBoard or 
visit the UTB/TSC home page (www.
utb.edu).
Student Life Director Sergio 
Martinez said there are 13 candidates.
Bougainvillea Ball King candidates 
are Adrian I. Ramos, representing the 
Campus Activities Board; Michael 
Peña, The Collegian Press Club; Joel 





13 vie for king, queen
• See ‘Bougainvillea,’ Page 5
michael Peña/collegian
¡Sí se puede!
Supporters of migrant farmworkers chant outside City Hall on Wednesday. The group marched from the Student Union to downtown Brownsville to honor César Chávez, the 
late labor rights leader, on his birthday.
Thirty-two of 37 Student Government 
Association seats are open for the spring election, 
which will take place April 19 through April 21.
Students will vote on the remaining five 
positions, for freshmen senators, next fall.
SGA adviser David Marquez said that in order to 
be eligible for the presidential and vice presidential 
seats, a student must have been a voting member 
of the SGA for at least one full semester. A student 
must also have a 2.5 grade-point average and be in 
good academic standing in order to take any officer 
seats.
“We do hope we will get multiple candidates for 
every position,” Marquez said. “We want a race; we 
want a good election season.”
All registered students can vote and Marquez 
said that during a recent Executive Board meeting, 
the SGA indicated it would like for Dual Enrollment 
students to be able to vote as well.
David Polin, SGA vice president of 
administration, said that in the last few years he has 
been involved in the SGA, he has not seen much 
student participation. 
“Very few students run for seats and which 
allows the president great power in having the 
sole discretion of nominating possible members 
to the senate,” Polin said in an interview with The 
Collegian. 
He said that in August it was only he and three 
others who ran for office; therefore, only four seats 
were occupied. He added that the SGA is supposed 
Deadline to run for SGA is Friday
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
• See ‘SGA,’ Page 8
HARLINGEN--Students interested in 
attending medical school may one day be 
able to consider applying to the University 
of Texas Health Science Center--South 
Texas and attend classes here.
The possibility of having a medical 
school in the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
comes from Senate Bill 98, which the 
Texas Legislature passed during its last 
session in 2009. Community leaders and 
UT System officials met at the Regional 
Academic Health Center in Harlingen on 
Tuesday to discuss a strategic plan to build 
and operate the facility.
“Those [are] independently standing 
institutions and they will be developed and 
they will begin here in the Valley,” said 
Eldon Nelson, dean of UTB/TSC’s School 
of Health Sciences. “The legislation 
that was passed last year [was]  an act to 
create those two events [a medical school 
and health science center] to give the 
responsibility to the University of Texas 
System to study and to recommend the 
initiation of those entities and to also try to 
determine what the design and character of 
those institutions would be.”
Consultants: RGV must unite for medical school
By Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer
• See ‘Medical,’ Page 14
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The staff of UTB/TSC’s Department of 
Student Media has brought home 23 awards 
from the 101st annual Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association Convention. 
In live, on-site contests conducted during 
the association’s convention March 25-27 in 
Kerrville, Spanish Editor Ana Laura Martell 
and staff writer Cynthia Hernandez placed first 
in Spanish News Writing and Video News, 
respectively.
Hernandez also placed second in TV Sports 
Writing.
Placing third were Advertising Manager 
Roxanna Rosas in Television Commercial; 
staff writer Rene Cardona, Critical Review; and 
Sting Radio Advertising Manager Craig Price, 
Radio Announcing.
Receiving an honorable mention were 
photographers Luciana Morales and 
Michael Peña, in Two-Person Photo Essay; 
photographer Elizabeth A. Perez, Sports Photo; 
and staff writer David Boon, Headline Writing.
The Collegian’s Feb. 15 issue received 
second place in Best of Show for the Division 
2 category.
In contests for work published during 2009, 
The Collegian competed in Division 2, which 
consists of newspapers that publish at least once 
a week and whose enrollment is in the top half 
of entries.
The Collegian placed second in the Overall 
Excellence category. The judge commented: 
“Excellent campus newspaper. There’s 
something for everyone and it’s all packaged 
in a layout that’s very attractive. Compelling 
front-page stories and art but there was quality 
from cover to cover. Must be quite popular 
commodity around campus.”
Cartoonist Michelle Serrano placed second 
in Editorial Cartoon for her work titled “SGA,” 
in which she focused on the organization’s 
infighting. Serrano also received an honorable 
mention for her work about the violence in 
Mexico, titled “River 
runs red.” 
Former Spanish 
Editor Graciela Salazar 
placed third in Spanish 
Writing for her article 
headlined “Nunca me 
quitarán mi voz,” about 
UTB/TSC Nursing 
Professor Eloisa Tamez’s 
legal struggle against 
Homeland Security, which placed part of the 
The Collegian, Sting Radio win 23 awards
A record for UTB/TSC
Roxanna Rosas
Michelle Serrano
Ana Laura Martell Christine Cavazos Cynthia HernandezElizabeth A. Perez




David BoonCraig Price Hugo Rodriguez Luciana Morales
• See ‘TIPA,’ Page 16
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Retirement Preparation Planning
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
The Texas Southmost College District board 
of trustees has approved a resolution supporting 
a new model for the educational partnership 
agreement between UTB/TSC and University 
of Texas System.
During the March 25 board meeting, 
Chairman David Oliveira said university staff 
has worked diligently for the last six months in 
improving the partnership agreement.
Eduardo Campirano, vice chair, said the 
resolution will be the university’s commitment 
to improve the agreement.  
“What we are doing by this resolution is 
simply stating to the UT System and the board 
of regents that we are going to do our best, put 
our best foot forward, commit the resources 
that we need through our staff and to everyone 
else to come up with a new partnership model,” 
Campirano said. 
Oliveira told The Collegian Tuesday via 
telephone he hopes a new agreement can be 
drafted and presented to the board as soon as 
possible. 
The UT System board of regents adopted the 
same resolution during its meeting March 3. 
The resolution states, “The TSC board of 
trustees joins the UT System board of regents 
in all efforts to seek appropriate legislative 
endorsement of this new partnership model 
and directs its representatives to take all legal 
and statutory steps toward the development of 
a new partnership model and agreement to be 
presented to the board of trustees for approval 
in the coming year.” 
The board created a Community Advisory 
Committee in January composed of university 
staff, students and community members. The 
committee met three times during February 
and looked at ways to improve the partnership 
agreement. 
Oliveira read a portion of the committee’s 
report during the meeting.
“Some of the things that were stressed were 
… open admissions, affordability, TSC’s 
role in community college offerings and 
commitment of the community,” he said. “At 
the second meeting we talked about TSC board 
governance over the tax rate, collections and its 
uses as well as clarity in the board’s role and 
shared participatory academic governance.
“The third concept was increasing resources 
… for future funding that [serves] the special 
needs of this area. The fourth concept was 
just to strive for higher completion rates by 
developing mentoring and retention programs. 
… The fifth was concerning the need to provide 
a focus on high real-world job skills and to be 
able to provide for ongoing programs to [meet] 
new job needs.” 
In other business, the board approved 
campus roof renovations for the M1 and Cortez 
buildings.
The contract was awarded to American 
Contracting U.S.A. Inc. in the amount of 
$231,495. TSC is paying for the project with 
the Capital Improvements and Restricted 
New par tne rsh ip  i n  the  works
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
• See ‘Board,’  Page 16
Students, staff and faculty shouted, “¡Sí 
se puede!” as they marched to a rally held 
on the steps of Brownsville’s City Hall in 
commemoration of César Chávez. 
A crowd of about 45 began the fourth 
annual College Assistance Migrant Program’s 
César Chávez Day march last Wednesday off 
the steps of the Student Union’s Gran Salon, 
waving red flags adorned with the United 
Farm Workers’ eagle logo. This was one of the 
multiple events the program conducted as part 
of National Farm Workers Awareness Week.
As they walked down Ringgold Road, Joe 
Arambul, a student development specialist 
for C.A.M.P., led the crowd in chanting, “Un 
pueblo unido jamás será vencido” and the 
famous “¡Sí se puede!” coined by Chávez, 
to remind the community of the 300-mile 
march led by the labor leader March 1966 in 
California. 
“Today’s march marks a time in history you 
and I will never forget,” said District 4 City 
Commissioner Edward Camarillo, who spoke 
at the rally. “Seeing you all today makes me 
imagine what it would be like in Delano and 
Sacramento. You all have followed in César 
Chávez’s footsteps by having this march. Most 
importantly, you’ve allowed the community 
not to forget.”
As the chanting crowd was led by three 
police officers down Washington Street, shop 
owners and pedestrians stopped to look at the 
marchers and take photographs.
Dulce Gutierrez, a Brownsville resident, 
was surprised by the marchers as they turned 
on 10th Street.
“I think it was a good idea, and it just shows 
how people can support,” Gutierrez said. 
Maria del Carmen Gonzalez, a learning 
instructional specialist with C.A.M.P., awaited 
the marchers on the steps of City Hall and then 
spurred the crowd in spelling Chávez’s name 
before starting a brief speech.
“César Chávez: a common man with an 
uncommon vision for humankind that fought 
for the equality, justice, and dignity and for all 
Americans,” Gonzalez said. “His principles 
remain relevant today for all people, inspiring 
today students from UTB/TSC, inspiring our 
communities, our lives.”
Gonzalez then introduced C.A.M.P.’s 
director, Noel Rodriguez, who underscored 
the importance of graduation.
“There is much room for continued 
improvement, which is why we must continue 
down the path César Chávez set for us, 
continue with a purpose and the mission of 
empowering ourselves and empowering the 
lives of farmworkers … and their children,” 
Rodriguez said. “I commit to you, C.A.M.P. 
commits to you … to do everything possible 
to educate and graduate students with 
farmworker backgrounds. Our goal is to turn 
first-year students into sophomores in one year, 
not only to graduate, but to graduate on time. 
… That much I promise you, the community, 
the campus, the students, the parents, the tíos, 
the tías and everyone else.” 
Ruby Salinas, a sophomore biology major 
and active C.A.M.P. member, also spoke at 
the rally about her experience as a migrant 
worker, explained Chávez’s inspiration, and 
said C.A.M.P. opens doors in attaining an 
education through its program, closing with 
an emphasis on family and education.
“We have the power to break the cycle and 
graduate with a degree because, through us, 
our parents are living their dreams,” Salinas 
said. “Through their eyes, we are the hope 
that one day our future generations will have a 
better future as educated individuals.”
Rodriguez then introduced Camarillo, a 
former C.A.M.P. staff member. He briefed a 
pedestrian-swelled audience about Chávez’s 
legacy and reiterated the importance of 
obtaining a degree.
“César Chávez was a smart man whose 
passion for decades was to achieve dignity 
and respect, fair wages, medical coverage, 
pension benefits and humane living conditions 
for all farmworkers,” Camarillo said. “He led 
successful strikes and boycotts, which led to a 
better way of life for all farmworkers. … We 
need you to put your knowledge and skills to 
work, because, as you see around us, there 
is need all over. … Always remember the 
words of César Chávez , ‘Sí se puede; It can 
be done.’” 
Gonzalez came back to the podium and 
closed off the rally with a moment of silence 
for the migrant workers who have died in the 
fields. She then led the crowd in promising 
they would continue and complete their 
education in honor of Chávez.
Cytlali Salazar, a junior social work major, 
was touched by the day’s events.
“I’m just really glad to be here, and I wanted 
to be part of [the march],” said Salazar, who 
is also a C.AM.P. mentor. “My parents have 
been migrant workers for many years. … [The 
event] did inspire me to keep going and to not 
let myself down if there are any obstacles 
out there, not only for me but for my parents, 
because that is what they want, basically, for 
me to get an education and not have to work 
just like them in the fields.”
March, rally emphasize Chávez and education
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Michael Peña/collegian
Students, faculty and staff walk up Washington Street with a police escort during Wednesday’s march.
César Chávez
Born: March 31, 1927, in Arizona
Died: April 23, 1993
Education: Eighth grade
Military service: Joined U.S. Navy in 1946
Community service: In 1952, joined the 
Community Service Organization, a Latino civil 
rights group; in 1962, founded National Farm 
Workers Association, now United Farm Workers 
of America.
Legacy: Farmworkers union was instrumental 
in the passage of the 1975 California Agricultural 
Labor Relations Act, “the only law in the nation 
that protects the farmworkers’ right to unionize.”
Source: www.chavezfoundation.org
“I’m pretty 
sure it can 
be changed; 
we’ll have 
to see how 
it goes. 
[Pres ident ] 
Barack Obama 
has his ideals 
with the liberals 
and then there’s the Republicans. 
They just have to figure it out 
and come to an agreement that 
it’s already been passed, they just 
have to let it flow.”
Angel Valdez
Sophomore physics major
“There’s a lot 
of controversy 
with that 
topic, but I 
p e r s o n a l l y 
like it. I like 
that children 
can stay in 
their parents’ 
insurance ’til 
they’re 26; that was something 
that was a problem with me and 
my older brothers, so I like it.”
Candace De la Cruz
Senior biology major
“It just 
d e p e n d s . 
A lot of 
people don’t 
understand it, 
so I think the 
government 
really needs 
to break it down 
and help citizens 
like us understand; what’s the 
benefit for us? And of course, 




don’t think it 
s h o u l d ’ v e 




a lot of money 
to different 
countries and 
with this, we’re going to 
go into a deeper hole. Why owe 
more money if we’re already [in] 
financial problems?”
Oscar Ortega
Freshman criminal justice 
major
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
--Photos by Frank Espinosa
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student oapbox
Can we talk?
First, another thanks to U.S. Rep. 
Solomon Ortiz (D-Texas) for his 
vote in favor of the health care bill. 
A huge step, the bill, for creating an 
inclusive health care system in the 
United States, a long overdue step, 
and may there be many more …
Next, as more than 100 pro-
health bill advocates and I silently 
walked through the small group 
of very angry Tea Party, anti-
Ortiz, anti-government and anti-
Obama protesters Sunday near the 
representative’s office, I had two 
thoughts:
--I was indeed passing through 
an “alley of hate” (callejon de odio), 
and I hoped that I had not fallen 
to hate, hate of presidents, hate of 
government, in my years of anti-war 
and other protests.
--I wished that there was a way to 
engage millions of angry Americans 
in a rational discussion about what 
kind of nation and world they 
envision. Are they as “me-me” and 




Shouldn’t you support the poor?
Having been brought up Catholic, 
and working most of my life as a 
nurse, I am very disappointed that the 
new bishop has publicly denounced 
the just-passed health care bill.
The working poor, a solid majority 
in Deep South Texas, will be helped 
by the legislation more than people 




A little bit of irony
A state holiday, public libraries 
closed ... Cesar Chavez’s birthday.
As for state history textbooks; 




I am writing in response to [Ruth] 
Wagner’s letter “Change I believe 
in” [from the March 22 issue].
As I read the letter, I could sense 
the feeling of someone who felt 
strongly about what they wrote; 
however, just because an individual 
feels strongly about something does 
not in any way give them the right to 
bash other individuals who oppose 
their way of thinking. Having said 
this, I do not appreciate being called 
“impatient and uninformed.” I am 
glad you are “pleased you voted for 
Barack Obama” just as much as I am 
extremely pleased I did not vote for 
him now. I am not disappointed in 
President Obama for “not curing the 
ills of the past,” I am disappointed 
in President Obama for his lack of 
consideration concerning what the 
people truly want. 
I want to know what “new jobs” the 
president has created and what kind 
of a “start on economic recovery” 
he has made. “Tackling health-care 
reform” was and is completely a 
misused phrase. Our president has 
put a health-care bill into place that 
the majority of people are weary of 
and do not want. Who wants to be 
told by their own government that 
they have to buy health care or else 
they will be taxed (fined)?  
If voicing your opinions and 
concerns is considered complaining, 
then so be it. With all due respect, 
ma’am, individuals who resort to 
name-calling usually do not have a 
good grasp of the facts, nor do they 
want to hear the truth from anyone 
else. I suggest we leave name-calling 




Your article [in the March 22 
issue] about the visit to UTB/TSC 
by the LULAC president was very 
interesting and I am sure her visit 
was meaningful for many students. 
However, I am disappointed that 
neither The Collegian nor Rosa 
Rosales, the LULAC president 
mentioned our local historic figure, 
J.T. Canales and his role in LULAC. 
J.T. Canales was the 14th 
president of LULAC and on the 
LULAC Web site it says that “J.T. 
Canales, a great humanitarian, was 
a great pillar of LULAC.” In 1929, 
Judge Canales drafted the LULAC 
constitution. The LULAC News 
said of J.T. Canales, “No man has 
worked so untiringly and so long 
to see that those principles upon 
which LULAC was founded are not 
trampled.” The Collegian headline 
on Page 9 was “Put minorities in the 
history books,” and the article and 
speaker complain that “the history 
of minorities is being left out …” of 
history books; yet, no mention was 
made of one of our own historical 
figures, J.T. Canales who was  a 
founding father and former president 
of LULAC. 
I urge you to check out the role 
of J.T. Canales in LULAC on the 
Internet. It seems to me that a failure 
to mention J.T. Canales during this 
visit by the LULAC president or 




What do you 
think of the 
passing of the 
health-care 
reform law?
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Not sure what to do after earning your bach-
elor’s degree? You might consider attending the 
Graduate Program Information Session, sched-
uled from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday in the University 
Boulevard Classroom Building.
Organized by UTB/TSC’s Office of Gradu-
ate Studies, the session will draw graduate 
faculty from each one of the university’s 22 
master’s and doctoral programs, as well as rep-
resentatives from the offices of Financial Aid 
and Distance Education.
Charles Lackey, dean of Graduate Studies, 
said the purpose of the event is to bring pro-
spective graduate students and program coor-
dinators together to visit about the opportuni-
ties to pursue degrees in various colleges and 
schools in our university.
“The real advantage here is total immersion 
for our students,” Lackey said. “It’s an opportu-
nity to spend real time talking to the faculty. It 
isn’t always easy 
for prospective 
students to go up 
to faculty mem-
bers and tell them 
they are interested 
in their programs 
and ask them 
what they need to 
do.”
With an enroll-
ment of 210 last 
year, UTB/TSC 
had the highest 
number of gradu-
ate students in its 
history.
“We’re a rather youthful organization, so 
in 18 years we’ve built up to 22 master’s and 
a doctoral program,” Lackey said. “Our other 
UT System components have at least twice as 
many degrees because they’ve been in exis-
tence a lot longer.”
Last year, mas-
ter’s programs 
in history and 
computer science 
were offered for 
the first time. 
Lackey said a 
master’s in psy-
chology will be 
offered in Fall 
2010.
“We’re hopeful 
to have another 
degree in transla-
tion studies that 
will be offered next 
year,” he said. “We’re expanding rapidly but 
compared to our sister institutions in this area, 
they have typically more graduate students and 
more graduate programs.”
Lackey said the most important aspect of 
a master’s degree is that it typically is needed 
for anyone to achieve a leadership role in their 
field.
“With a master’s degree you have the skill to 
try and create the future of that field,” he said. 
“As an undergraduate, you’re trained to have a 
skill to do a job, but [in] a master’s [program], 
you’re being trained to think in a way to expand 
on that skill and create that future in that area. 
That’s a very powerful thing.”
Another benefit of earning a graduate degree 
is financial. According to Lackey, estimates 
of that greater income range from $20,000 to 
$50,000 more.
“If you’re going to be a faculty member at 
a university, you need a graduate degree,” he 
said.
Lackey explained that the requirements to be 
admitted to the graduate school vary per pro-
gram, so he encourages students to attend the 
information session and talk with the program 
coordinators.
For more information, contact the Office of 
Graduate Studies at 882-6552, or send an e-
mail to graduate.school@utb.edu.
Grad school info session set for Tuesday
By Luciana Morales 
Staff Writer
The Office of Graduate Studies is located on the first floor of the 
University Boulevard Classroom Building.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
Alaffa, Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts Club; 
Ruben Santibañez, Exercise Science; 
David Valdez, Residence Hall Association; 
and Christopher Longoria, Knights of 
Classic Lore.
Queen candidates are Ruby Ramos, 
Campus Activities Board; Cleiri Quezada, 
The Collegian Press Club; Lyzeth Flores, 
Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts Club; 
Iracema Flores, Exercise Science; Delia 
Rodriguez, Sigma Psi Delta; Kimberly 
Munoz, Resident Hall Association; and 
Cynthia Medina, International Students 
Organization. 
The ball will take place from 6 to 11 
p.m. Saturday in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salon. Admission is free with the UTB/
TSC Sting Card or $5 without. The dress 
code is semiformal.
The event is a collaboration of Student 
Life and the Campus Activities Board, and 
is a tradition that dates to the 1950s. About 
350 attendees are expected.
This year’s theme is “A Knight to 
Remember.” The Renaissance-style theme 
will be carried out in the decorations and 
refreshments. Professional DJ Rock will 
provide musical entertainment.
Call the Office of Student Life at 882-
5111 for more information.
Bougainvillea
















Students watch the match between Ross Pearson and 
Dennis Siver on Wednesday during UFC Fight Night 
Live, presented by the Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts club 
in the Student Union’s La Sala.
Makeup artist and hair stylist Dina Baez (center) speaks about her experience as a Latina in the fashion 
industry to Los Fresnos high school students as part of the university’s observance of Women’s History 
Month. Also shown (from left) is owner of Missy’s Modeling Studio Missy Vargas, director of marketing 
and advertising for Southpole, Janice Welles, and designer/publisher Leticia Guerra. 
The power of fashion
MichaeL Peña/coLLegian
On Campus Page 6 • April 5, 2010 The Collegian
The Collegian is the multimedia student newspaper serving the 
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       PANCHOS
with Beans, Cheese, 
Fajitas and Avocado






1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER 
and Fries
COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas • 
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
 Present this coupon with your UTB/TSC ID 
and your order of Panchos is only $8.50!
Free tax return assistance
The 2010 Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
program will offer free 
income tax return preparation 
to people who cannot afford 
a paid professional to do 
their return. The assistance 
will take place from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday in room 
F9 of the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center, located at 
300 Mexico Blvd. For more 
information, call 882-4153.
Patron of the Arts
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo 
Percussion Ensemble will 
perform at 7 tonight in the 
Arts Center. Admission is $5. 
For more information, call 
882-7025.
UTB/TSC’s Jazz 
Combos will perform at 6 
p.m., the Two O’clock Jazz 
Band at 7 p.m. and the One 
O’clock Jazz Band at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Arts Center. 
Admission is $5. 
The UTB/TSC Rio 
Bravo Brass Ensemble 
and Clarinet Ensemble will 
perform at 7 p.m. Thursday 
in the Sacred Heart Church, 
located at Elizabeth and Sixth 
streets. Admission is $5.
Three student recitals are 
scheduled from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Friday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is free. 
Graduate Studies
An information session 
on UTB/TSC’s graduate 
program will take place 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the University Boulevard 
Classroom Building foyer. 
For more information, call 
882-6552.
Book signing and reading
Manuel F. Medrano, 
a professor in the History 
Department and author of the 
book “Americo Paredes: 
In His Own Words,” will 
read from the authorized 
biography at 6 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salon 
Cassia. A book signing will 
follow after the reading. For 




Enrichment Center will 
conduct the following 
COMPASS workshops this 
week: writing, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday; reading, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday; math, 2 to 4 
p.m. Thursday; reading (8-10 
a.m.), writing (10 a.m.-noon) 
and math (12:30-1:30 p.m.) 
Saturday. All workshops take 
place in Cardenas Hall North 
104. For more information, 
call 882-8292.
Study Skills
The Student Success 
Center will host a workshop 
titled “Learning Styles” 
from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday 
in Cardenas Hall North 104. 




Team will host the 2009 
President’s Cup: Final 4 of 
College Chess from10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and from 
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. For 
more information, call 882-
5761.
Microsoft  workshops 
Free workshops on 
Microsoft 2007 are available 
to students, faculty and staff. 
Training is conducted from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday in 
room 112 (Mini Mead Lab) 
of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library. For 
more information, call 
Damaris Gutierrez or 
Claudia Rodriguez at 882-
7442.
World Youth Day 2011
The Catholic Campus 
Ministry at UTB/TSC 
will go to Spain for World 
Youth Day 2011 from Aug. 
15 to 21, 2011. Students 
interested in the trip may call 
the ministry at 541-9697. 
Clinical lab seminar
The UTB/TSC Medical 
Laboratory Technology 
Program will present a 
seminar/workshop titled 
“Clinical Laboratory and 
Infectious Disease Updates 
for the Rio Grande Valley” 
from 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. April 





residents to take part in 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation’s Trash 
Bash/Trash Off on Saturday 
and the Great American 
Cleanup on April 24. Both 
events will take place from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Volunteers will 
meet at the city’s Recycling 
Center, located at 308 E. 
Elizabeth St. The goal is to 
pick up trash from the city’s 
main routes in the hope of 
encouraging a litter-free 
Brownsville. To register, or 
for more information, call Eli 
De Leon at 547-6582. 
Victory over Violence 
The D.A.’s Sword and 
Shield, a nonprofit charitable 
organization, will host the 
Victory over Violence 5K 
Run/Walk to raise proceeds 
for Cameron County’s 
domestic violence shelters, 
the Family Crisis Center and 
Friendship of Women. The 
event takes place from 8 a.m. 
to noon April 17 at Linear 
Park (in front of the U.S. 
Courthouse in Brownsville). 
For more information, send 
an e-mail to da.swordshield@
gmail.com or call 459-4157.
Crime  Victims’ Resource 
Expo
The Cameron County 
Following are among the incidents 
reported by Campus Police between 
March 1 and 20.
At 3:50 p.m. March 1, a student 
found a check on the sidewalk near 
the Music Building.
At 3:52 p.m. March 2, a Campus 
Police officer noticed a Dodge Saturn 
with a defective brake lamp and 
conducted a traffic stop at International 
Boulevard and Washington Street. 
The officer noticed the driver 
smoking a marijuana joint inside 
vehicle. The driver was arrested on 
a charge of possession of marijuana 
and transported to the Carrizales-
Rucker Detention Center.
At 8:40 a.m. March 5, a supervisor 
reported that an employee had 
duplicated a university key.
At 10:57 a.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported a strong odor of 
marijuana coming from the first-floor 
men’s restroom in the Student Union. 
The Campus Police officer found 
burnt marijuana particles inside the 
toilet in the last stall and flushed it for 
safety purposes.
At 4:15 p.m. the same day, a 
Campus Police officer was dispatched 
to Student Health Services regarding 
a student who had consumed a large 
amount of drugs and was a danger to 
herself and others. The student left to 
her residence in a hurry and declined 
any help before Campus Police 
arrived. The Brownsville Police 
Department was asked to check on 
the welfare of the student.
At 10:50 a.m. March 9, a student 
had difficulty breathing and was 
transported to Valley Baptist Medical 
Center in Brownsville.
At 1:25 a.m. the same day, a 
Ford F-150 pickup truck and a 
Dodge Stratus collided on Ringgold 
Road. No injuries were reported. 
The damage to both vehicles was 
estimated at $900.
At 3 p.m. the same day, a party 
reported a complaint against a faculty 
member.
At 3:57 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported that he had the 
windshield replaced on his Chevrolet 
Colorado and forgot the remove his 
UTB/TSC parking permit.
At 6:30 p.m. the same day, a 
woman filed a complaint with 
Campus Police regarding issues 
she has with three students. She 
previously rented out a room to the 
students at the Fort Brown Villas but 
said they left the area with damages 
that exceeded the security deposit 
and was hoping Campus Police could 
assist her in contacting them.
At 2:20 p.m. March 16, a student 
reported a hit-and-run accident in 
Lot AB. Campus Police advised 
the student the surveillance camera 
would be reviewed. Damage to 
the student’s Pontiac Firebird was 
estimated at $400.
At 9:30 a.m. March 18, a Physical 
Plant employee reported 12 stolen 
Bird of Paradise plants from the 
Physical Plant greenhouse. The loss 
was estimated at $150.
At 7 p.m. the same day, a student 
reported that his girlfriend lost an 
envelope containing $50 in the New 
Library’s computer lab.
At 10 p.m. March 20, an Aztec 
employee lost his identification card 
in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
Spanish Speaking? Marketers needed.
PT/FT. Management possible.Training 
provided. Letter, résumé: 
BusinessAmerica@gmx.com
 Help Wanted
• See ‘Briefs,’ Page 14






55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY. 
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
$49 
PER DAY
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds




• $500 per month double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk




*For the first 2 months only, then $400 afterwards.
By Francisco Garza
Webcast Editor
Aries (March 21-April 19): Life is like bad cafeteria food: If it does not kill 
you, it makes you stronger.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): This week hold on to what really matters--your 
pants.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): If it gets on your nerves when someone says 
“infer” but means “imply,” you really need to get a life. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Bragging does not look good on you. And you 
should believe me; after all, I’m smart, and handsome, and funny, and talented 
and ...
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Liking underground music does not make you a mole 
man.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): Being shy is a good defense mechanism, but martial 
arts work better.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): THISWEEKYOURKEYBOARDWONTWORK
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Losing is just a matter of opinion. Ask the winners.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): There are way worse ways of spending your 
Friday night than alone, sad and waiting by the telephone. I just can’t think of 
any right now.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): This week you should go surfing! Oh, not at the 
Island, I mean Web surfing, for that term paper you need to finish.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Pinching others can be a dangerous practice. 
Some people don’t pinch back, they punch.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): With you it’s always me, me, me, what about 






Zodiac Sign: Sagittarius 
What are your hobbies? 
“I play video games, read 
books and hang out with my 
friends; that’s how I spend 
my free time.”
What puts you in a good 
mood? “Hanging out with 
friends.”
What are you scared of? 
“Insects, snakes and spiders, 
but it’s not like I’m afraid of 
them; I just don’t like them on 
me.”
If you could be another 
person, who would you be? 
“Locally, I’d like to be like 
my dad and outside, Orlando 
Bloom, because I like his role 
in ‘Lord of the Rings.’”
What is the craziest thing 
someone has done for you? 
“I don’t know. My life is pretty 
normal.”
What is the first thing you 
notice about a person you’re 
attracted to? “Probably, the 
hair.”
What is your most 
overused phrase? “Right 
now, I tend to use and abuse 
‘Super special awesome.’”
What is the feature you 
get the most compliments 
on? “My eyes.”
What is your ideal girl? “I 
like girls with long hair and a 
pretty face. As for personality, 
I like the happy-go-lucky type 
of girls.”
Would you go on a blind 
date? “I might because it could 
turn out very interesting.”
Free Association Quiz:
Dream: “On.”
Dr. Pepper: “Love.” 
I would love to be an: 
“Astronaut.”
Pet: “Dog.”
--Compiled by Luciana 
Morales
If you would like to be 
featured in Cupid’s Corner, 
call Cleiri Quezada at 882-
5782 or send her an e-mail at 
collegian@utb.edu.
Getting accepted to graduate school can 
fill you with feelings of euphoria, relief and 
an immediate need to celebrate. Getting 
accepted into Harvard University, however, 
can drain your face of all blood and give you 
an immediate need to sit down before you fall 
down.
Senior biology major Ivan Valdez can attest 
to that feeling when he received a phone 
call about his admittance from a Harvard 
admissions committee member.
“My mom said I got really pale after that 
phone call from Harvard,” Valdez said. “I’m 
really excited. That’s something that crosses my 
mind every single day.” 
Being part of UTB/TSC’s Minority 
Biomedical Research Support-Research 
Initiative for Scientific Enhancement, or 
MBRS-RISE program, is what he said gave 
him an opportunity he would not have otherwise 
had. MBRS-RISE was created by the National 
Institutes of Health to train and assist minority 
students involved in biomedical research. 
“Basically, what I did was I took advantage 
of all the resources that the program provides,” 
Valdez said.
Eldon Nelson, UTB/TSC dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and program director for 
the MBRS-RISE program, has been extremely 
supportive of Valdez, who has been part of the 
program for two years. 
“Ivan’s admittance into Harvard Graduate 
School means that UTB/TSC students/
graduates are considered like any others by 
the finest graduate schools in the country,” 
Nelson said via e-mail. “[His] success should 
encourage UTB/TSC students who have 
outstanding academic performance to not lower 
their expectations and should encourage them 
to apply to the finest universities in the U.S.”
Last November, at a conference in Phoenix, 
Valdez met faculty member Sheila Thomas 
from the Biological and Biomedical Sciences 
Department at Harvard Medical School.  
“Usually, when you go to those conferences 
it’s mainly, ‘Oh, hi, my name is Ivan, here’s a 
flier and nice to meet you and see you later,’” 
he said with a smile. “But for some reason we 
got along very well and we talked for like 40 
minutes.” 
Valdez said she was interested in his 
background and the research he had done 
at UTB/TSC and during his internship last 
summer at Weill Cornell Medical College in 
New York City. 
Thomas said Valdez stood out for different 
reasons, which included his “outstanding 
record.”
“He not only came by on his own, but his 
summer adviser, Dr. Randi Silver, brought him 
by personally and was a strong advocate for 
him,” Thomas said via e-mail.
Silver, associate dean of the Weill Cornell 
Graduate School of Medical Sciences, was 
Valdez’s mentor during his internship, where 
he researched fibrosis of cardiac tissue. Silver 
said Valdez is “exceptional in his intelligence, 
diligence and work ethic.” 
“She has been a great help,” Valdez said of 
Silver. “Academically, she has been my greatest 
inspiration and role model.”
Although Cornell is interested in Valdez, 
Silver said she raved to Thomas about his 
talents and abilities because she wants him to 
have as many opportunities as possible.
“I hope he will come back to my lab at 
Cornell, but he should follow his own heart,” 
Silver said via e-mail.
At the conference, Thomas told Valdez that 
Harvard was interested in him.
“At first I thought she was just kidding,” 
he said. “[I thought] she was just trying to be 
polite.”
Later, Thomas called and gave him the news 
that he had been admitted into Harvard. He was 
also admitted into Cornell, which he said puts 
him in a dilemma.
When Harvard calls …
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer MBRS-RISE Program
Goal: To increase the interest, skills, and competitiveness of students and science faculty 
in pursuit of biomedical and behavioral research careers at UTB/TSC.
Admission requirements include: U.S. citizen or permanent resident, full-time student, 
biology, chemistry, physics or psychology major and a 3.0 grade-point average.
For more information: Call Sandra Gerace, special projects coordinator, at 882-5941, 
send her an e-mail at sandra.gerace@utb.edu or visit her in Life and Health Sciences 
2.202.
Ivan Valdez
• See ‘Harvard,’ Page 18
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Yadira Benavidez fought against kidney 
disease from age 16 until her last breath the 
morning of Jan. 7 at age 29.
Benavidez was born on Aug. 11, 1980, in 
Fort Myers, Fla. After 40 days, she was baptized 
in a Pentecostal church, where she sang for the 
choir by age 3.
Benavidez was a government major at UTB/
TSC and her dream was to become a governor; 
however, it was her gift for singing that opened 
many doors throughout her life.
Singing took Yadira to Univision’s “Sábado 
Gigante” show with television host Don 
Francisco in Miami last summer, where she 
won first place in the “El Chacal” segment by 
singing “Toro,” by Selena.
Maria Rita Benavidez encouraged her 
daughter Yadira to go to the TV show.
“She called me on the phone and I told her, 
‘Hey, now that you’re over there, why don’t you 
go over to see Don Francisco?’” Benavidez said 
in Spanish. “And, so, when she got there, they 
tried her out to compete and they chose her.” 
After that event, Yadira received offers to 
sing professionally several times, but she turned 
them down because her parents’ faith would not 
allow a singing career of that type. However, her 
real obstacle was her kidney disease, her mother 
said.  
As a choir member at Lopez High School, 
she was chosen to perform for President Bill 
Clinton’s open house for the Diplomatic Corps, 
Democratic National Committee and their 
families in Washington, D.C.
Yadira was also part of the 12 acts in UTB/
TSC’s Noche de Estrellas talent show Oct. 8 in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall, in which she placed 
first for her performance of Juan Gabriel’s 
“Amor Eterno.”
Julia Benavidez Rodriguez, Yadira’s older 
sister, recalls Yadira talking about her plans in 
life.
“She told me that she wanted to first become 
a lawyer,” Rodriguez said in Spanish. “Several 
times she told me she wanted to be a judge, then 
she wanted to become a senator and, if possible, 
a governor. … So she struggled a lot, but she 
never quit.” 
Mrs. Benavidez believes her daughter 
wanted to do many things quickly because she 
believed her time was limited from the day she 
was diagnosed with kidney disease.
One of the many things Yadira enjoyed was 
being around children and younger people, 
according to her mother.
“She would always say, ‘Why don’t you all 
understand that I need to be around younger 
people so that I can feel that I’m alive?’” Mrs. 
Benavidez said.
After getting her regular check-ups, Yadira 
would immediately go back home, get dressed 
and go out because she did not like being idle.
Five of her family members are current 
students at UTB/TSC, and to them she was an 
inspiration because she encouraged each one to 
continue with their dreams and education, Mrs. 
Benavidez said. 
“Yadira was an inspiration for them. … 
Some would say, ‘What if I don’t make it?’ [and 
Yadira would say,] ‘No, you will make it,’” her 
mother said.
On the day she died, Yadira called her mother 
from the hospital, where she had gone to get a 
check-up, to tell her she had a strange feeling 
in her stomach and asked that she come see her.
“My daughter was in pain,” Benavidez said. 
“She leaned on my chest while I caressed her 
hair, praying to God.”
Yadira’s last moments were agonizing for her 
mother to witness.
“We laid her on the pillows, and when I saw 
that she threw her eyes back, I knew the time 
had come,” Mrs. Benavidez said.   
On Feb. 16, UTB/TSC posthumously 
awarded an associate of arts degree to Yadira. 
President Juliet V. García and Provost Alan 
Artibise presented the diploma to her family.
“They made me feel really nice because 
they were able to appreciate and honor my 
daughter, and for me it was the biggest joy,” 
Mrs. Benavidez said.
Student had more than talent
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Yadira Benavidez poses with “Sábado Gigante” host Don Francisco last summer. 
Courtesy Photo
utB/tsC offiCe of News aNd iNformatioN
Maria Rita Benavidez, mother of Yadira Benavidez, 
receives her daughter’s diploma from UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García and Provost Alan Artibise. 
The associate’s degree was awarded posthumously.
to serve the student body by being the voice 
of student concerns, so he hopes the SGA will 
be able to provide enough notice to enhance 
student participation.
The Distance Education Department will 
conduct the election through Blackboard, where 
students can log in, read a brief biography of 
each candidate and then vote.
As of Thursday, SGA President Ruby de la 
Fuente was the only student to file for candidacy. 
If re-elected, she has many plans, including 
amending the constitution.
De la Fuente also explained that the senate 
is a separate branch and, therefore, has the 
authority to make decisions on issues that affect 
the student body. The part of the president is to 
keep the doors of communication open with 
administration in order to help the senate. 
Marquez said an election commissioner has 
not been appointed yet, whose main role is to 
be an unbiased observer who will be in the 
know about everything that goes on with the 
candidates.
“You can count that when we make our 
selection, it is somebody who’s demonstrated 
an ability to be impartial in important decision-
making,” he said.
De la Fuente said that as president, it is 
important to have good communication with the 
senate and hopes there will be a good rapport 
between the president and the vice president, so 
that difficulties such as the ones she and Polin 
experienced earlier this academic year will not 
happen again. 
“David [Polin] and I get along now, but it took 
a whole semester to figure out where we were,” 
she said in an interview with The Collegian.
Marquez agrees that there has been more 
cooperation in the SGA lately.
“I think they’ve realized that they have more in 
common than they have differences and they’ve 
been able to work [out] those differences,” he 
said. “They’ve been doing really good.”
Marquez said that despite their differences 
early on, the SGA continued to work and in 
total have worked on about 30 resolutions for 
the academic year. 
“They have their differences, but they mean 
well and they’re all here for the same reason; 
that is to serve the best way they can,” he said.
At Thursday’s meeting, the SGA passed three 
resolutions.
The resolution titled Elections Calendar 
encourages student participation in the SGA, 
allocates $500 to advertise this year’s election 
and sets the times and dates for the SGA election 
process.
The calendar is as follows:
Deadline to declare candidacy: Friday
Candidates notified of eligibility: April 12
Candidates’ meeting: April 12 at noon and 5 
p.m. in the Student Union’s Salon Bougainvillea
Campaigning: April 12 until closing of polls
Elections: April 19 until 5 p.m. April 21
Official ballot counting: at noon April 22
The Resolution of Solidarity explains that 
because Joe Lee Rubio, vice president of policy 
and procedure, has actively participated in 
various leadership roles on and off campus, such 
as the SGA and the Brownsville Beautification 
Committee, the senate would like to show its 
support of Rubio’s attempts to be on the Texas 
Southmost College board of trustees’ ballot.
“He has tried for a couple of times to run for 
Texas Southmost College trustee in order to 
better represent the students of Texas Southmost 
College and taxpayers,” Polin said.
According to The Collegian archives, district 
officials stated that Rubio was declared ineligible 
to run for office for this year’s election. 
“This is not a political endorsement in any 
way,” Polin said. “It is a support for a fellow 
member of SGA in order to exercise his civil 
rights guaranteed to him under this constitution.”
Polin said Rubio should at least be allowed 
to run and that is what the SGA is supporting. 
Polin also added that Rubio is appealing the 
TSC District’s decision to the Supreme Court 
of Texas.
The Amendment to Resolution: Co-
Sponsorship of Theatrical Production, about 
sponsoring the production of the “Phantom 
Tollbooth,” was also discussed. Five hundred 
dollars has already been allocated and after 
further evaluation, $1,100 was added. 
Arthur Gonzalez from Dingbat Productions 
asked if his student organization could 
fundraise at the event and de la Fuente and 
Polin responded that it would only be fair to 
allow all student organizations to fundraise at 
events financed by the SGA. SGA adviser Mari 
Fuentes-Martin said Student Life would need to 
be notified of another fundraising possibility for 
student organizations.
In another portion of the meeting, Polin 
announced that part of the Gorgas Drive parking 
area will become available for general parking 
after 5:30 p.m. 
“From the Garza Gym … there is limited 
spacing, but that is faculty/staff parking,” Polin 
said. “After 5:30, it becomes general parking.” 
He said they are trying to work with Campus 
Police in order to put out a newsletter regarding 
parking availability for students. The SGA 
also wants to make some recommendation to 
the administration in order to improve student 
parking.
Rubio, College of Liberal Arts Senator 
Josefina Gamez, College of Science, 
Mathematics and Technology Senator Priscilla 
Rocha, Graduate Senator Donovan Knight and 
Senator At Large Jorge A. Muñoz were absent 
from the meeting.
SGA
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McALLEN--Pep rallies normally spring to 
mind when football season comes around, but 
with the 2010 count still under way, Rio Grande 
Valley advocates cheered for the census early 
Thursday.
The small crowd gathered outside the 
McAllen Convention Center on National 
Census Day heard speeches by several local 
representatives and routines by Lincoln 
Middle School and Sharyland High School 
cheerleaders, the Sharyland High School 
Dance Team and the Weslaco Memorial High 
School Drumline.
“I think it’s very telling that we have the 
Hidalgo County judge, the Willacy County 
judge, the Cameron County judge, and we’re 
here in McAllen,” said Efren Salinas, a media 
specialist with the U.S.  Census Bureau. “What 
I think we’re seeing here is a community that 
is forgetting about their city boundaries and 
saying, ‘Listen, we need to take ownership as a 
region to have an accurate census count.’”
Still, there was a tentative feeling in the air 
Thursday, as of which time only 54 percent 
of U.S. households had returned the form via 
mail. In Cameron County, that number was 40 
percent.
“It’s probably higher in some parts of the 
county than in others, but that’s what they’re 
reporting,” said Frank Bejarano, program 
director for the Cameron County Program 
Development Department. “I don’t know what 
to say about that. If you look at what happened 
in 2000, with the 2000 census, the final response 
rate for Cameron County was 57 percent.
“We have to see how this thing is going to 
play out. I would certainly hope it doesn’t stay 
at 18 percent [as it was on Tuesday], and I don’t 
think it will because the census troops haven’t 
hit the ground yet. They’re supposed to start 
doing that after April 1st.”
While the deadline for returning the form 
was National Census Day, people returning the 
form have until mid-April to comply, Salinas 
said via telephone interview Wednesday. 
Households that do not mail the form back will 
be visited by census workers, who will proceed 
to fill out the form.
“Keep in mind that this is only the response 
rate; in May, Non-Response Follow-Up will 
begin and we’ll go hit those homes with the 
census employee where we didn’t receive the 
information from,” Salinas said via telephone 
interview Wednesday, adding that the response 
rate is not necessarily reflective of the final 
count.
Certain areas have difficulties in being fully 
counted. As of press time Thursday, the South 
Padre Island community only had an 11 percent 
return rate.
“About a year ago, when they did the 
address canvassing … they were instructed 
to write down any place where anyone could 
live,” Salinas said. “There’re a lot of homes on 
South Padre Island where nobody lives, at least 
not 365 days a year; they’ll be there during the 
summer. So, a questionnaire will be sent there, 
and nobody will fill it out.”
For the rest of the Valley, however, it is 
typically the English-Spanish language barrier 
that often prevents the spread of information 
about the census, Salinas said. Discrepancies 
can arise when Spanish-speaking immigrants 
misinterpret the intent of the census.
“The census count is a count of 
everybody living in the United States, but 
there’s conceivably a large population of 
undocumented immigrants who just don’t want 
to participate in it,” he said. “They think, ‘No 
way, you’re not going to get me.’”
Census advocates are also working to spread 
news of the safety and simplicity of the form.
“As you’ve heard, it’s only 10 minutes and 
10 questions,” said Laura Hinojosa, Hidalgo 
County’s district clerk, who was one of the 
many speakers during the rally. “Honestly, 
we’ve got three children, and it didn’t even take 
10 minutes. It was about five minutes. We filled 
out our application and stuck it in the prepaid 
envelope and mailed it off. It’s so easy and it’s 
so critical.”
An interesting note comes out when the 
Valley is compared to some of the places 
showing a 100 percent return rate. For example, 
Buchanan City, N.D., is completely counted--at 
77 people.
Valley battles census challenges with cheer
Fifth in a series: 2010 census--making it count
By David Boon
Staff Writer
• See ‘Census,’ Page 14
The Sharyland High School Dance Team performs during Thursday’s census rally outside the McAllen 
Convention Center. About 60 people attended the event.ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
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While many plan to spend the summer on 
South Padre Island, three UTB/TSC physics 
majors are headed to some of the top research 
institutions in the nation.
Junior Razib Obaid and sophomores 
Sergio Cantu and Anthony Ford will 
represent the university by participating in 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Summer Research Program, the Summer 
Undergraduate Research Fellowship at the 
California Institute of Technology and the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory 
Summer Student Research Assistantship, 
respectively.
“It’s an exposure to some of the leading 
institutions in the country,” said Robert 
Stone, director of education and outreach 
for the Center for Gravitational Wave 
Astronomy. “Our students will be working 
with faculty at these big research institutions, 
so there’s opportunity to do good work and 
put their name in somebody’s head, so if 
they decide to move on and go to graduate 
school, this would be a good way to get a 
recommendation. More ideally, though, it’s 
a chance to do work and get your name on 
a scientific paper, and that’s important for all 
scientists.”
Obaid is looking forward to his internship 
at Caltech, as it will allow him to delve into 
a specialization of physics he has not dealt 
with before while utilizing previous research 
experience.
He has been accepted to work with Joseph 
Betzwiezer, a post-doctoral student who is 
conducting groundbreaking research into 
building a camera that will detect the way 
light changes 





p a r t i c u l a r l y 
important to 
r e s e a r c h e r s 
working out 
of the Laser 
Interferometer 
Gravitational 
W a v e 
Observatory, 
which aims to prove the existence of 
gravitational waves (ripples in the fabric of 
space-time) by examining the changes in 
a highly tuned laser over the length of the 
facility.
“In LIGO, the phase [of the laser] changes, 
so that is how the detector works,” Obaid 
said. “Detecting the phase of the laser is very 
important in that instrument, so one needs to 
have some optimum method to characterize 
and detect the phase.”
Instrumental in helping Obaid along were 
several of his professors, including Assistant 
Professor Malik Rakhmanov (with whom 
Obaid worked at the LIGO lab near Richland, 
Wash.) and department Chair and Associate 
Professor Soma Mukherjee, Obaid’s research 
adviser.
“To tell the truth, the whole dreaming 
of applying to Caltech and getting into the 
summer program was inspired by Soma 
Mukherjee,” Obaid said. “Her motivation 
inspired me. I’m really excited; everything 
paid off.” 











of the LIGO 
lab with 
R a k h m a n o v 
and Obaid. 
While Cantu 
has not received his specific assignment 
for the internship, he hopes to take part in 
research at MIT’s Space Systems Lab. The 
other two places he could work at are MIT’s 
LIGO group and the Space Propulsion 
Laboratory.
To prepare for the internship, Cantu said 
he is committing himself to his most intense 
studying yet, as he will be among the top 
interns in the nation.
“I don’t see it as a … competition, like 
someone wins, because we will be working 
on different things independently,” Cantu 
said. “It’s just that you get this feeling that 
all these people across the country … are 
gathered here for the same reason as you.”
He said the internship, alongside his work 
with Rakhmanov, makes him feel like he has 
a hand in how the university expands.
“When I started working with Dr. Malik, it 
was basically me, him, and that’s it,” Cantu 
said. “And now, we have our own lab, we 
have gone to all these places. … It’s like 
you’re building basically from nothing to an 
actual research lab and an internship of my 
own.” 
Like Cantu, Ford is an Arecibo Remote 
Command Center Scholar. Ford focuses 
on working out of the ARCC lab under 
Associate Professor Fredrick Jenet, where 
the sophomore assists in detecting evidence 
of gravitational waves. 
Ford aims to spend his time during his 
NRAO internship in Charlottesville, Va., 
developing novel ways to utilize past 
research.
“I’m going to be taking the NRAO archives 
data and taking different approaches to that 
modeling and analyzing this data … that’s 
been stored for a while,” Ford said. “It’s old 
observational data, so it’s stuff that was taken 
from the VLA or the VLBA or any one of the 
various NRAO facilities.”
VLA stands for the “very large array” and 
the VLBA stands for “very long baseline 
array.” The VLA is located in Socorro, N.M., 
and the VLBA consists of 10 telescopes 
spread from Hawaii to the continental United 
States to the Virgin Islands. 
By developing novel ways to utilize data, 
Ford’s internship adviser, Ron Duplain, 
hopes to assist in making data acquisition 
easier for all researchers as well as understand 
something about the universe.
“A lot of the data has been looked at, I 
guess you can say, in the small scale, for … 
something specific,” Ford said. “[Duplain’s] 
trying to take all the data and look at it and 
try to analyze it to discover something about 
the universe.”
All three students represent what UTB/
TSC students are capable of, Stone said. 
“We’re all happy that they were accepted 
and we feel pride that we can put them in 
research projects here,” he said.
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Few know who picked the strawberries, 
blueberries or onions found in 
supermarkets, but UTB/TSC students, 
faculty and staff provided some insight by 
sharing stories of hard migrant labor and 
resilience. 
The College Assistance Migrant 
Program held a forum and dinner Thursday 
in observance of National Farmworkers 
Awareness Week for an audience of about 
30.The powerful stories heard during one-
on-one meetings inspired the forum, said 
C.A.M.P.’s director, Noel Rodriguez. 
Alberto Razo, a sophomore 
communication major, was the first to 
speak at the event. He told the audience 
about his decision to leave his parents in 
Mexico and travel to Florida with his uncle 
to pick tomatoes. Pesticides, long hours 
and insects made the days difficult, Razo 
said. Attending college was unimaginable, 
he added, but because of his position as 
a peer mentor for C.A.M.P., he is able to 
financially assist his mother and sister in 
Matamoros. 
“We need to keep moving forward,” 
Razo said. “And, well, I’ll set myself as an 
example that someone who doesn’t know 
English … only Spanish, came to this 
country … and am coming out ahead with 
the help from all of you. Little by little, 
we’ll all help each other.” 
Spending the summer of his senior year 
of high school in Washington’s onion 
fields, freshman Miguel Torres did not get 
to celebrate his graduation.
“There was nothing more than to go 
to work and earn money for oneself and 
support the family, which I think is the 
most important, and to study … and come 
out ahead and get to a goal that my parents 
couldn’t achieve and be a role model to my 
younger brothers,” Torres said. He then 
thanked C.A.M.P. for the support it has 
provided. 
Emma C. Garcia, assistant director of 
Admissions, empathized with the stories 
she heard and shared her breakaway from 
migrant labor to pursue an education. For 
her, labor began in the 1960s, not only 
in the fields, but also at home because 
she was the only girl among six siblings, 
Garcia said. 
“I had to make breakfast, you know, I had 
to prepare lunch, and then I had to go work 
in the fields like everybody else,” she said. 
“You get up at three o’clock in the morning, 
and then you have to get in the truck 
with quite a few folks--we barely fit like 
sardines. And then, we go to the next camp 
and then we start [picking] strawberries at 
five o’clock in the morning.” 
Although she enjoyed traveling to such 
places as Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Garcia eventually had enough. 
When told she had to go back after 
graduating from high school, she ran away 
to continue her education and decided to 
attend summer courses at Texas Southmost 
College. She went on to graduate from St. 
Mary’s University in 1976. 
In 1972, Hilda Silva, vice president for 
Student Affairs, was a migrant student in 
the Pan American University C.A.M.P. 
program. It helped keep her on the right 
road to continue her education, she said. 
Pursuing a higher education, Silva said, 
was the only way she and her siblings 
could break the cycle of having to work in 
the fields like her parents.
“We are going to work really hard to 
keep getting funded because I know it 
affects the lives of you as students and then 
your families,” Silva said. “It affected my 
life in a big way. The C.A.M.P. program at 
Pan Am funded my first year completely. 
… This is what I enjoy, when I see you, 
when I hear your stories and I remember 
where I was 37 years ago.” 
Flautas, beans, rice, guacamole and 
doughnuts were served after the forum. 
The attendees ate while a video of more 
stories from other C.A.M.P. students 
played. Photos of parents and grandparents 
laboring in the fields were also shown. 
Rodriguez said the event helped fortify 
the program’s drive to complete its 
mission to provide its participants support, 
assistance and the tools to continue in their 
second year in C.A.M.P. 
“It is important to gain that we are a 
family, that we have these events for the 
students,” Rodriguez said. “It’s part of 
getting acclimated to the campus, to getting 
to know their staff, their peers a little bit 
more, a little bit better, [and] to hear stories 
they have not heard before.”
For Isuit Lopez, a senior art education 
major, C.A.M.P. and the evening’s event 
help to motivate students to continue their 
studies. 
“When they speak about their experience, 
it’s just a reminder of where we come from 
and how hard we have worked to be here 
today, almost finishing [school] and seeing 
how other people are also working to get to 
that point,” Lopez said.
Migrants’ experiences motivate
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Hilda Silva, UTB/TSC vice president for Student Affairs, talks about her experience as a migrant during the 
panel discussion “Lo Que Dices Cuenta,” held Thursday in SET-B’s third-floor conference room. The event was 
hosted by the College Assistance Migrant Program in honor of César Chávez Day.
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District Attorney’s Office Crime Victims’ 
Unit will host the fifth annual Crime Victims’ 
Resource Expo from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. April 
23 at the H-E-B Food Store located at Paredes 
Line Road and FM 802. The expo will offer 
information on agencies that serve victims of 
violent crimes. For more information, call Rosie 
Mendoza, crime victims’ unit coordinator, at 
544-0849.
College Access Night
The UTB/TSC and BISD College Access 
Night will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. April 13 
in the Tandy Hall foyer. High school seniors 
from the Brownsville, Port Isabel, Los Fresnos, 
Harlingen, San Benito school districts, as well 
as from all private high schools are invited to 
attend. Services available during the event 
include assistance in completing enrollment 
requirements, FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) online completion, 
income tax preparation assistance, freshman 
orientation information, campus tours, 
admissions applications, testing information, 
academic advising referrals, registration 
information and status of verification process. 
For more information, call Carlo Tamayo, 
director of New Student Relations, at 882-
8860. The event is sponsored in collaboration 
with the UTB/TSC College Connections 
Program and Financial Aid Office.
Biomedical Informatics
The Center for Biomedical Studies 
will sponsor “Introduction to Biomedical 
Informatics” from 10:30 a.m. to noon and from 
2 to 3:30 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B third-
floor conference room. For more information, 
call Saraswathy Nair at 882-5108.
State Department internships
William R. “Bill” Stewart, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service 
and currently the diplomat in residence 
at the University of Texas at Austin and 
a visiting professor at the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs, will conduct an 
information session titled “Internships 
and Careers at the State Department” 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Friday in the SET-B 
third-floor conference room. 
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like your organization or 
department news published in The Collegian’s 
Briefs section, call Cleiri Quezada at 882-5782 
or send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
Briefs
Continued from Page 6
“There are just so many differences in the geography,” Bejarano said. “I’ve seen some of 
the communities in the Midwest, because of size and because their location, they have a higher 
response rate, and down here, we have all kinds of things which affect the response rate, such as rural 
addressing vs. city-style addressing.”
The Census Bureau is still hiring for jobs throughout the Valley; those interested can find out more 
information at www.2010censusjobs.gov, or can call 1-866-861-2010. To see updated information 
on nationwide response rates, head to http://2010.census.gov/2010census/take10map/#/PRate.
Other census-promoting events coming up include a miniparade Saturday.
“I think they’re calling it a Partnership Blitz or a Census Blitz,” Salinas said. “They’re essentially 
going to pick out these hard-to-count areas where they’re not getting a high response rate, and 
they’re literally going to going to walk the streets kind of like a parade style, almost.”
The Sharyland High School cheerleaders (who were present at Thursday’s rally) got it right on 
beat as they cheered, “It’s all about us; it’s in our hands. Everybody counts; don’t leave it blank. We 
can’t move forward ’til you send it back.”
Census
Continued from Page 9
On Tuesday, a consultant to the Harlingen 
Economic Development Corp. outlined a 
10-point plan to bring the medical school 
and health science center to the Valley.
Although lawmakers gave the UT 
System the green light to establish a health 
science center in South Texas, they did not 
do several other things, said Michael Watt 
of JMWatt Consulting.
“It is not specific on administration, 
additional locations, size of the program,” 
Watt said during the news conference. 
“It does not provide funding; there is an 
exclusion of funding for development of 
the Health Science Center.”
He said the health science center would 
build on the success of the Regional 
Academic Health Center, with support 
from the UT System and the UT Health 
Science Center-San Antonio. The RAHC 
offers medical students the opportunity to 
complete their third and fourth years of 
medical school in the Valley; the center 
also offers residency programs.
Dr. David Altman, of JMWatt Consulting, 
presented a theoretical timeline for the 
project and said a number of issues have to 
be resolved. He compared the project to a 
marathon, saying it would take at least five 
years “if everything works well” to get to 
the point to have medical classes start.
To start up Health Science Center-South 
Texas, additional academic and clinical 
facilities would be needed. To fill those 
facilities, the center would also need a 
“critical mass” of learners and patients. The 
medical school will have to attract students 
and residents who want to be trained here. 
The service area of the school will need 
a population base of 1 million people. 
According to information presented, the 
12-county region has 1.6 million people, 
with two-thirds residing in Hidalgo and 
Cameron counties.
Faculty recruitment will also be a 
challenge. Altman said the project will 
require faculty to teach basic sciences, as 
well as clinical faculty to teach medical 
students and residents.
“This is going to be a major challenge,” 
he said. “Recruiting faculty is an expensive 
prospect. … It requires substantial 
investment in facilities and personnel 
to make it happen. You have to have the 
faculty here before you can recruit the 
students in residency programs.” 
With new accreditation standards 
increasingly difficult to meet, another 
challenge will be additional Graduate 
Medical Education programs. Approved 
programs are needed in the core clinical 
disciplines areas. 
“We have internal medicine and family 
medicine programs developed early,” 
Altman said. “Programs in psychiatry, 
pediatrics, surgery, obstetrics/gynecology, 
all of them would be necessary to 
eventually develop in order to make this 
program work together.”
Research programs in South Texas 
would also need to be expanded. 
“To bring these programs together 
from across the Valley, including UT-
Brownsville and UT-Pan Am, under the 
aegis University of Texas Health Science 
Center, increases opportunity to develop 
research programs,” Altman said. “This is a 
fundamental part of the whole program, to 
make sure there is an adequate and ongoing 
scholarly program, scholarly research.”
The center would need a solid base to 
make sure it can continue, he said. That 
means it would have to have a large base 
of support from the state of Texas.
“But it also has to be other sources of 
revenues, including hospital affiliations, 
[the] VA program, as well as local 
philanthropy to make these programs 
come together, which are essential to the 
development of a health science center,” 
Altman said.
The health center would thrive if all 
of South Texas’ health programs came 
“together under one umbrella,” he said.
The consultants said that the Valley 
and the Harlingen community should first 
band together and consider themselves 
one partner under the leadership of the 
UT System, Watt said. The community 
also needs to organize for involvement 
in planning and provide local political, 
philanthropic and civic support.
Thirty-five acres of land have already 
been donated to the project, said Harlingen 
Mayor Chris Boswell, who also announced 
the creation of the South Texas Medical 
Foundation, which would assist in 
community planning for the center. The 
land is valued at $2.5 million.
“The land is being donated by the 
Development Corporation of Harlingen 
Inc.,” Randy K.Whittington, a volunteer 
with the Harlingen Economic Development 
Corp., said in an interview with The 
Collegian. The land is located “due east of 
the existing RAHC buildings,” he said.
University of Texas System Executive 
Vice Chancellor Kenneth Shine said UT 
System officials want to see the Valley 
community band together before the center 
is approved.
“This must be a regional activity,” Shine 
said. “It cannot be supported in any of its 
attributes, if it is in fact restricted to only a 
small portion of the region.”
 After the conference, William Henrich, 
M.D., president of the University of Texas 
Health Science Center-San Antonio, said 
a center in the Valley would strengthen 
students in the universities involved.
“There will be programs which will go 
back and forth between the health science 
center campus and the science programs on 
the undergraduate campus,” Henrich said. 
“And students will have an opportunity 
to benefit from teachers in both places. 
So, depending on where you are studying 
primarily, there will be someone with 
expertise on another campus that will be 
able to add opportunity for you both in 
instruction and investigation.”
Medical
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Kenneth Shine, University of Texas System executive 
vice chancellor for Health Affairs, speaks Tuesday on 
the difficult task the Rio Grande Valley faces in its 
goal of building a four-year medical school. Shine 
spoke during the news conference held on the 
project’s development.
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“¡Sí se puede!” gritaron alumnos, 
profesores y personal mientras marchaban 
hacia el rally convocado en los escalones 
exteriores del ayuntamiento municipal de 
Brownsville en conmemoración a César 
Chávez. 
Alrededor de 45 realizaron la cuarta marcha 
anual el pasado miércoles, día de César 
Chávez, organizada por College Assistance 
Migrant Program, programa de ayuda 
para universitarios migrantes. Partieron de 
los escalones de El Gran Salon ondeando 
banderas rojas con el logo del águila de 
United Farm Workers (unión fundada por el 
dirigente sindicalista en 1962), como parte 
de uno de múltiples eventos programados 
para la semana designada para fomentar 
consciencia al respecto.
Joe Arambul, especialista en desarrollo 
estudiantil de C.A.M.P., dirigió al grupo 
por la calle Ringgold Road cantando “¡Un 
pueblo unido jamás será vencido!” y el 
famoso “¡Sí se puede!” acuñado por Chávez, 
a modo de recordatorio para la comunidad 
acerca de la marcha de alrededor de 480Km 
realizada y dirigida por el activista en marzo 
de 1966 en el estado de California. 
“La marcha de hoy marca un momento 
en la historia que ni ustedes ni yo podremos 
olvidar”, señaló el Comisario del Cuarto 
Distrito del municipio de Brownsville, 
Edward Camarillo. “Al verlos hoy a todos 
ustedes aquí, imagino cómo sería en Delano 
y en Sacramento. Con su marcha, han 
seguido los pasos de César Chávez, y lo que 
es más significativo es que no han permitido 
que la comunidad se olvide [de la causa de 
Chávez].
Tres agentes de policía guiaron al grupo por 
la calle Washington, mientras que peatones 
y propietarios de tiendas se arrimaban para 
observar y fotografiar la marcha.
A Dulce Gutierrez, habitante de 
Brownsville, le sorprendió el suceso cuando 
el grupo giró en la calle 10th.
 “Me parece una buena idea que demuestra 
cómo la gente pudiera apoyar”, opinó 
Gutierrez.
Maria del Carmen Gonzalez, especialista 
en aprendizaje instructivo de C.A.M.P., 
aguardó al grupo en los escalones del 
ayuntamiento municipal y lo estimuló a 
que deletreara el apellido del líder antes de 
presentar un breve discurso.
“César Chávez: un hombre común y 
corriente con una visión extraordinaria 
por la humanidad, que luchó por la 
igualdad, justicia y dignidad de todos los 
estadounidenses”, expuso Gonzalez. “Hoy 
en día, sus principios continúan siendo 
pertinentes para la gente y actualmente 
inspiran a los estudiantes de UTB/TSC… a 
la comunidad y a nuestras vidas”.
Posteriormente, Gonzalez presentó al 
director de C.A.M.P., Noel Rodriguez, quien 
recalcó la importancia del egreso.
“Siempre hay posibilidad de mejorar 
continuamente, por lo cual digo que debemos 
seguir el camino que César Chávez nos ha 
trazado, continuar con propósito y con la 
misión de auto-capacitación, y dar fuerza a 
las vidas de los campesinos… y de sus hijos”, 
señaló Rodriguez. “Yo me comprometo 
con ustedes, C.A.M.P. se compromete con 
ustedes… para lograr lo posible para educar 
y licenciar a los estudiantes que provengan 
de familias migrantes. Nuestro objetivo es 
que los estudiantes pasen a segundo año en 
un sólo año, y que no sólo se reciban sino 
que se reciban a tiempo. … Es mi promesa 
a ustedes, a la comunidad, al campus, a los 
estudiantes, los padres de familia, los tíos, 
las tías y a todos los demás”.
Ruby Salinas, estudiante de segundo año 
de biología y miembro activo de C.A.M.P., 
también expuso en el rally acerca de sus 
experiencias como obrera migrante y la 
inspiración de Chávez. Asimismo, declaró 
que C.A.M.P. abre caminos para alcanzar una 
buena educación. Cerró haciendo hincapié 
en los temas de la familia y la educación. 
“Tenemos la capacidad de… recibirnos… 
nuestros padres viven su sueño a través de 
nosotros”, apuntó Salinas. 
Rodriguez cedió la palabra a Camarillo, 
ex empleado de C.A.M.P., quien prosiguió 
en materia del legado de Chávez y reiteró la 
importancia para uno de titularse.
“Chávez fue un hombre inteligente, cuya 
pasión de décadas de alcanzar la dignidad y 
el respeto, salarios justos, cobertura médica, 
pensión y humanitarias condiciones de vida 
para todos los campesinos”, dijo Camarillo. 
“Dirigió exitosos boicots y huelgas, que 
dieron paso a mejor vida. … Necesitamos 
que ustedes pongan sus conocimientos y 
destrezas en práctica, ya que, como pueden 
ver a su alrededor, hay necesidad por todas 
partes. … Recuerden siempre las palabras de 
César Chávez, ‘Sí se puede; It can be done’”.
Tras haber pedido un momento de silencio 
en honor a los obreros migrantes que han 
perecido en los campos, Gonzalez concluyó 
el rally con la promesa unánime del grupo de 
continuar y terminar sus estudios en honor a 
Chávez.
El evento conmovió a Cytlali Salazar, 
estudiante de tercer año de asistencia social 
y mentora de C.A.M.P.
“Me alegra mucho estar aquí y… 
participar [en la marcha]”, dijo Salazar. 
“Mis padres han sido obreros migrantes por 
muchos años. … [El evento] sí me inspiró a 
persistir y a no darme por vencida si acaso 
se presenta algún obstáculo, no sólo por mí 
sino por mis padres, porque es eso lo que 
quieren… para que no tenga que trabajar los 






Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2011
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano, Otoño 
2009; 2009 Delta Kappa Gamma Alpha Mu 
“Future Teacher Award”. 
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta ver películas. Tengo 
dos niños y me gusta jugar con ellos e ir a ver 
sus partidos de fútbol”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy 
tutora de historia en UTB/TSC y asistente de 
producción de la serie ‘Los del Valle’. He dado 
conferencias en Combes, San Antonio y Corpus 
Christi sobre temas como la importancia de 
continuar la educación, el Día de los Muertos 
y la urgencia de los Latinos por tener una 
historia oral. También he sido vicepresidenta 
de la organización Border History and 
Culture Club y miembro de Phi Alpha Theta”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme y ser 
maestra. Me gustaría estudiar una maestría en 
educación y si fuera posible, un doctorado”. 
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Enseñar en la 
universidad”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Enseñando 
aquí en la universidad o en alguna escuela 
preparatoria, ayudando a que los estudiantes se 
involucren más en las clases de historia”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? “Organizar 
bien mi tiempo. He hecho malabares para 
mantener buenas calificaciones y al mismo 
tiempo ser tutora en la universidad y madre de 
familia.” 
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Los 
profesores, particularmente en el departamento 
de Historia, nunca te dan la espalda, tienen los 
pies en la tierra, se llevan bien entre ellos y 
tienen un gran sentido del humor. Además, los 
estudiantes son amistosos y siempre quieren 
ayudar”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la universidad, 
qué harías? “Me gustaría que haya más 
estacionamiento”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes de 
nuevo ingreso? “Que pasen tiempo con otros 
estudiantes cuyas metas sean similares y que se 
apoyen mutuamente”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes 
para estudiar antes de un examen? “Estudien 
con algunos días de anticipación. A mí me 
ayuda mucho conversar sobre lo que estoy 
leyendo. Por ejemplo, estaba estudiando la 
masacre de Boston y le contaba sobre la misma 
a otra gente”.
Anécdota: “Ingresé a UTB/TSC a los 16 
pero no estaba lista a esa edad para la vida 
universitaria así que la dejé y formé una 
familia. Mi madre y mi abuela me apoyaron 
para que continuara mi educación. Al principio 
mi esposo decía que no era necesario pero 
después de mi primer semestre ya no se opuso 
porque demostré que podía cumplir con mis 
responsabilidades como estudiante y como 
madre, además de mi trabajo”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
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Marcha, rally por Chávez y la educación 








Ruby Salinas, estudiante de segundo año de biología, expone el miércoles acerca de sus experiencias 
como obrera migrante.
Isidro Cedillo, estudiante de último año de administración de empresas, saluda a estudiantes de la escuela 
primaria Thomas W. Keller en el municipio de Brownsville en la segunda búsqueda anual de cascarones de 
Pascua programado por voluntarios y el personal del departamento de Admisiones de UTB/TSC. La búsqueda 
tuvo lugar el miércoles en el jardín del edificio Tandy Hall, en donde los 60 pequeños también participaron en el 
‘brinco del conejito’, Simón Dice, juego de las sillas y en el ‘lanzamiento de cascarones’. La primaria fue elegida 
por sorteo. Departamentos de la división Enrollment Management cooperaron con fotografiar y donar dulces 
y refrescos. El departamento New Student Relations hizo una excursión alrededor del campus. Abel Moreno 
(Event Tents) proporcionó las carpas.
Visítanos  en  Internet:
http://utbcollegian.com  
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Insurance fund.
Also approved were modifications to 
the Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center. 
The renovations include door and window 
installations, drywall, flooring and millwork 
repairs and conversion of existing restrooms. 
“These modifications are needed to 
accommodate the children that will be housed 
in this location due to the vacancies in space left 
by the children that moved to the new Center 
for Early Childhood Studies,” according to 
district documents.
The contract was awarded to the John Wyatt 
Co. in the amount of $59,825.36. Funding for 
this project has been set aside on the capital 
improvements contingency fund. 
The board approved the acceptance of a 
grant from the Texas Workforce Commission 
in the amount of $203,160.
“The grant will fund development of new 
curriculum and enhance existing curriculum in 
four tracks, which are wind energy technology, 
solar photovoltaic technology, solar thermal 
technology and green building technology,” 
said Rosemary Martinez, vice president for 
Business Affairs.
According to district documents, “there is an 
immediate need to train students and existing 
professionals in a green skill set that can be 
applied to jobs and careers in the emerging 
green economy.”
The district was also awarded a $1,526, 
478.88 grant from the Texas Comptroller 
of Public Accounts under the Distributed 
Renewable Energy Technology Program 
to install wind and solar power units at the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center.   
“TSC students will be participating in both 
the solar and wind system installation as part 
of the grant and associated with TSC’s new 
certificate training programs that are under 
development in wind and solar technology. 
Students and trainees will also have the 
opportunity to participate in monitoring and 
maintenance of the installed systems,” the 
documents state.
Irv Downing, vice president for Economic 
Development and Community Services, said 
the installation of the systems will generate 5 
percent of ITECC’s energy.
“That’s not much but the principal purpose 
of this is if you look at it [together] with the first 
program, which is development of curriculum, 
it’s really for teaching purposes,” Downing 
said. “The idea here is that it’s a teaching tool as 
it is a cost containment thing.”
During his briefing to the board, Provost Alan 
Artibise reported on the university’s resource 
generation and cost containment initiatives.
The Texas Legislature called for a 5 
percent budget cut over fiscal years 2010 and 
2011 from all state entities in an attempt to 
cushion an expected billion-dollar budget 
deficit. From there a Resource Generation 
and Cost Containment Task Force composed 
of 15 working groups of about 100 campus 
community members was formed.  
Artibise said some of the recommendations 
include standardized computer purchases. He 
said when purchasing a new computer, the 
university does not check what type of software 
administration and staff use.
“Because not everyone has the same needs 
for the same kind of software or hardware 
and simply by looking and doing surveys and 
checking with staff and others we discovered 
that over 80 percent of our users only need 
a standard model, so we were buying more 
power and more software than they needed to 
do their job,” Artibise said. 
The savings could be up to $373,873 
annually. 
Another recommendation is the energy 
conservation initiative. He said attention must 
be paid on shutting down office lights and 
increasing building temperatures to save costs.
If these measures are implemented, the 
university could save up to $190,000 annually. 
On the resource generation initiative, Artibise 
said groups looked at ways to increase student 
enrollment.
“One of the new things that is happening 
is that, financial aid, for the first time will 
be offered during the summer. … Summer 
enrollment is an opportunity for us to increase 
enrollment and additional tuition revenue that 
we can utilize to support our academic and 
technical programs across campus,” he said.
Artibise also said he and other university 
officials are looking for ways to offer a winter 
session, which would take place between the 
end of fall semester and the beginning of spring 
semester.
He said the process is ongoing and a report of 
the recommendations’ implementation will be 
presented to the board at its next meeting. 
During the construction report, Mendez told 
the board:
--the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library, 
currently undergoing renovations, is scheduled 
to reopen for the fall semester.
--120 parking spaces near the Arts Center 
will be completed in the next three weeks.
--the 19th Street parking lot is set for 
completion by the end of May and will offer 60 
spaces.
--the Athletic Zone Phase I project is ongoing. 
Underground utility, drainage and water lines 
have been installed and the project is scheduled 
for completion by September.
--mechanical installations for the Science 
and Technology Learning Center are still in 
process for its 12 laboratories. Completion is 
set for 2011.
During her report, UTB/TSC President Juliet 
V. García said recent recruitment activities 
have been successful. García said high school 
students have been taking field trips to the 
university, where they can learn about campus 
life. Recruitment activities include the Latina 
Magazine Student Seminar, Texas Scorpion 
Day and a visit by about 800 students from the 
Los Fresnos Independent School District. 
García also announced that UTB/TSC junior 
Jose Llongueras was honored at the National 
Biomedical Research Conference. She said 
Llongueras is one of eight undergraduate 
students in the nation honored with awards 
for developmental biological science research. 
Also, former Scorpion golfer April Martinez 
has earned her tour card and qualified for the 
Duramed Futures Tour, the developmental tour 
for the Ladies Professional Golf Association.
Board
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border fence on her property in El Calaboz. 
Former Sports Editor Hugo Rodriguez and 
Peña placed third in Sports News Story for 
“Scorpions brand Texas College,” about the 
UTB/TSC’s Men’s Soccer Team.
Receiving honorable mentions were staff 
writer Jacqueline Vasquez, in Feature Story 
(for an article on Wink’s Saloon); staff writer 
Christine Cavazos, News Story (for an article 
headlined “Accusations fly in SGA election”); 
Perez, Feature Photo (for her photo of the UTB/
TSC ROTC training) and News Photo (for her 
photo of a sedan that caught fire); Collegian 
Editor Julianna Sosa and Hernandez, Breaking 
News Story (for their online article on Mexican 
gunfire striking the university); Boon, General 
Column (about Accessibility Awareness 
Week); Price, Public Affairs (for his “Coffee 
with Craig” show); and former Sting Radio disc 
jockey Juan Pacheco, Production (for his “Hip-
Hop Hour” show).
“The Collegian News” Webcast also 
received an honorable mention in Sportscast.
A total of 475 students representing 47 
colleges and universities participated in this 
year’s TIPA convention, held at the Inn of the 
Hills resort. In addition to the competition, the 
convention provided participants with various 
journalism workshops. During its Hall of 
Fame Luncheon on March 26, the organization 
inducted Bob St. John, an alumnus of the 
University of North Texas and longtime feature 
columnist for the Dallas Morning News, and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist David 
Leeson, an alumnus of Abilene Christian 
University and formerly of the Dallas Morning 
News. During his address, Leeson gave a shout-
out to the Student Media staff, whom he met the 
night before.
TIPA is the oldest collegiate press association 
in the nation.
TIPA
Continued from Page 2
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The Scorpion men’s golf team finished its preparations for the Red River Athletic Conference in 
disappointing fashion at its final tournament before conference play begins.
The Scorpions finished 15th in a field of 18 teams March 14-15, their worst performance of the year, at the 
UST Mamiya Texas Intercollegiate Tournament at Hawk’s Creek Golf Course hosted by Texas Wesleyan 
University. With the RRAC tournament just around the corner and with fellow RRAC members Texas 
Wesleyan and Northwood University finishing a substantial way in front of the Scorpions (fifth and sixth, 
respectively), the men’s team will need to put this performance firmly behind it for any chance of qualifying 
for nationals.
The Scorpions, though, will have plenty of time for practice now as they have a couple of weeks before 
play resumes with the men’s RRAC tournament, scheduled April 20-21 in the Fort Worth suburb of North 
Richland Hills.
The women’s golf team, meanwhile, also struggled, as it finished eighth in a nine-team field at the 2010 
Bluebonnet Classic at Tangle Ridge Golf Club held March 29 and Tuesday in Grand Prairie. The Scorpions 
finished with a 748 shot total, 123 shots behind winner Redlands Community College.
The women’s team finds itself in the same boat as the men, as it appears serious work will need to be 
done before the final tournament of the year; the Women’s RRAC tournament, scheduled April 26-27 in 
Oklahoma City.
Up a creek without a paddle
Men’s and women’s golf teams lose momentum in race for nationals
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
Scorpion catcher Gilberto Puente readies his swing against Fisher College, March 17, at Scorpion Field.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
The UTB/TSC Baseball Team heads into Tuesday’s game against 
Texas A&M University with spirits high after a tremendous Spring 
Break. The Scorpions recorded an astounding seven wins and only one 
loss, over the break, to leave the team with an overall season record of 
19-16.
The Scorpions went into last weekend’s conference series against 
Huston-Tillotson (results unavailable at press time) after wins against 
Fisher College, Valley City State University, Concordia Nebraska and 
fellow RRAC member Texas College, against whom they recorded their 
first conference wins of the season.
The Scorpions will take a break from conference action at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday against Texas A&M, as the two schools join together for a 
special “Breast Cancer Awareness Night” at Scorpion Field.  
The event is the idea of Scorpion Head Coach Bryan Aughney, who 
lost his mother to breast cancer in 2000.
“The cancer took her life when I was 18, after my senior year of high 
school graduation,” Aughney said in a news release from the Athletics 
Department. “It’s very near and dear in my heart, as [it is for] many 
people across the country. This is definitely something we want to get 
awareness out there for.”
 Spectators are encouraged to wear pink to the event and the Scorpions 
will also don a special pink uniform for the game in honor of all of those 
who have lost their lives to the disease, with the shirts and other breast 
cancer awareness materials being sold at the end of play. All proceeds 
from the game will be going to the Susan G. Komen Baseball for the 
Cure campaign.
 Also attending the game will be the Brownsville Sisters in Pink 
and representatives of the Texas Oncology Center’s Brownsville and 
Harlingen offices, who will distribute breast cancer awareness literature. 
To honor those who have fought back against the disease, a breast 
cancer survivor will throw out the first pitch of the game and a physician 
is expected to be in attendance to answer any questions on the disease
For more information on Breast Cancer Awareness Night, call 882-
8911.
Special games will continue on Friday (Parents’ Weekend) and 
Saturday (Senior Day), both against Jarvis Christian College. The latter 
game will honor senior teammates. 
In other Scorpion baseball news, Adam Vera, a sophomore from 
Brownsville, was named RRAC Pitcher of the Week for the week of 
March 8-14. 
Real men wear pink
Scorpions to do their part for ‘Breast Cancer Awareness Night’
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
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“I know many people would probably think, 
well Harvard would be like the best obviously, 
but I have learned so much at Cornell and I 
know that if I do go to Cornell I have a family 
over there that’s waiting for me,” Valdez said. 
“And I mean a family in terms of the lab 
environment.”
He has until April 15 to make up his mind, 
and as far as money is concerned, both schools 
are offering Valdez a full ride. 
“Graduate school … it’s really cool because 
they pay for everything,” he said. “I mean they 
have full tuition, you have all the books covered-
-fees. You get health insurance covered, as well, 
and also a stipend.” 
For attending classes and working at the lab, 
Valdez said he was offered $32,000 a year for 
his living expenses. 
“I mean, I don’t owe anything right now at 
UTB because I’m in the University Scorpion 
Scholars program … and if I go to grad school, 
I won’t owe anything either, so I’m really 
excited about that,” he said. 
Valdez will be attending classes either in 
Harvard or Cornell this fall. Aside from the 
internship he had at Cornell, this will be the 
first time Valdez leaves his hometown of 
Brownsville for a long period of time. 
“My parents are really proud of me; at the 
same time they’re really sad,” he said.
The 20-year-old grew up in Brownsville, but 
said it is time for him to “fly.” 
He was a top student during elementary 
school, which he said was due to “so many 
good teachers.” In middle school he became 
involved with music and said it is a passion of 
his.
“My main instrument is the trumpet,” Valdez 
said. “I also play a little bit of piano, but what I 
like to do the most when it comes to music is 
singing.” 
He graduated from Lopez High School as 
salutatorian of his class in 2007 and has taken 
master chorale and music theory classes at 
UTB/TSC.
Valdez has two older sisters who are proud 
of his accomplishments. He said one of his 
sisters left her college career 10 years ago, but 
was motivated to go back to her studies when 
Valdez started school three years ago. They 
planned to graduate together, but Valdez ended 
up graduating one year earlier. Valdez is happy 
and proud of his sister, who will be graduating 
next year.
He said Nelson has been the most supportive 
person at UTB/TSC and Silver has been his 
best academic role model, but his greatest 
inspiration is his mom.
“It is because of her that I have kept myself in 
the right path,” Valdez said. “[I’m] motivated to 
one day help her out economically or any way, 
just like she has been helping me all this time. 
I want to repay her everything she has done for 
me.”
Valdez’s mother, Emma Valdez, is a home 
health provider and his father, Gabriel Valdez, 
works as a cook at the Vermillion Restaurant 
and Watering Hole.
“I feel extremely proud and blessed,” Emma 
Valdez said in Spanish. “What he has set for 
himself, his goals, he is achieving them. For us, 
for my husband and me, we are very proud and 
when he leaves, we are going to feel a little sad, 
but we know it’s for his own good.”
As part of the MBRS-RISE program, Valdez 
has conducted research on Alzheimer’s disease 
and epilepsy. For graduate school, he hopes 
to continue his work in neurodegenerative 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s because he said 
he loves “the brain and how everything works.” 
He would also like to continue the work he 
began at Cornell.
Once Valdez is done with his education, he 
plans to come back to the Rio Grande Valley 
and do scientific work and perhaps teach at a 
university. 
“My goal is to come back to the Valley and 
inspire other students who are just as motivated 
as me to continue in science and research,” he 
said. “Just like my mentors have inspired me, I 
would want to do the same thing.”
Harvard
Continued from Page 7




This weekend will be a busy but exciting one, as UTB/TSC hosts the 2010 President’s Cup, also known as 
the “Final Four of College Chess” for the first time. 
The three-match tournament will begin Saturday in 
the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
The first begins at 10 a.m. and the second at 5 p.m. 
Whichever teams prevails will go on to the final 
match at 9 a.m. Sunday. 
The final four teams are the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County, University of 
Texas at Dallas, Texas Tech University and 
UTB/TSC. 
One thing every team agrees on, 
this is the toughest President’s Cup ever.
UT-Dallas Chess Program Director Jim 
Stallings said the team isn’t where it wants to be 
statistically, but is optimistic about the outcome of 
the tournament.
“Like they say in the NFL, 
on any given Sunday and this 
will be Sunday,” Stallings said, 
referring to the last day of the 
match-up. 
Stallings said the team’s 
motivation and unity make all the 
difference.
“Our team has been known, 
I think for some time now, for 
having really good team unity,” 
he said. “And playing together, 
preparing together as a team. And 
we have in the past overcome the 
odds when we were way lower than 
others.”
The UTB/TSC Chess Team 
has been without a coach since 
September but last Wednesday, Grand 
Master Ronen Har-Zvi came on board and 
has been training with the team every day. 
“Obviously, I’m a little concerned because 
we were without a coach … and so I do feel 
that we have lost some momentum,” said Rusty 
Harwood, director of UTB/TSC’s chess program.
Harwood remains optimistic and said “any team could finish 
in any of the four places.” He said there is “camaraderie” among 
the team players, which sets them apart from the other teams. 
The top contender this year is UMBC, with a record win of five 
championships. Its chess director, Allan Sherman, says they are the team 
to beat. 
Sherman said a variety of factors sets the team apart.
“There’s recruiting, coaching, determination, perseverance, organization,” 
he said. “One thing we do differently, essentially from all the other teams, is that 
instead of just practicing at American events, which are relatively weak in the chess 
world, we try to prepare by having our players compete in top international events.” 
Sherman said the players are “students first and chess players second,” adding that three 
of the players have a 4.0 GPA, no small feat in the academic world. 
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